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Community Consultation at the Mardyke Estate

How do you go about re-designing an estate? Start by asking the people who live there,
mix their ideas with those of professionals in their field, have a Funday thrown in, and
finish by writing a report on what people actually have to say...

Environmental Regeneration And Public Involvement)

Project has been doing just this at the Mardyke Estate,
Rainham, in order to make it greener and a more enjoyable place
for people to live. The nuts and bolts of this consisted of various
community consultation events held through February and
March. These included a children’s Art and Design Play Scheme
(see right), four design workshops for adults, door to door
freepost questionnaires, consultation displays and a Family
Funday, complete with farm animals, bouncy castle, tree planting
and wood carving.

Thames Chase’s THERAPI (Tackling Health through

Ideas and comments have flooded in and have been combined
into a landscape design for the Estate. This will then be used to
attract funding to deliver improvements; all the time working with
the Mardyke estate residents who put forward their views.

The consultation was paid for through the Community
Consortium, by SRB Heart of Thames Gateway funding. Thames
Chase employed BTCV to carry out the consultation and the
Forestry Commission to carry out the landscape design and
playscheme. For more information please call Dominic Burton or
Tracy Irvine on (01708) 641880.

THERAPI is also involved in 11 other projects linking
health with the environment so keep a look out for
things happening in your area.

For further information on the projects please
contact Tracy Irvine on (01708) 641880.

Community Gardens Project
In South Ockendon

The BTCV Thames Chase ConservationVolunteers continue to
meet every week to carry out conservation work on different
sites around the Community Forest. During the last winter a
focus has been the South Ockendon Community Gardens
Project, in which they have lent a helping hand, spade,
wheelbarrow and fork.

Three areas have been improved: Rosemary Close, Devron
Gardens, and last but not least the West Road entrance to
Canterbury Parade. Riots of colour and diversity of planting
have replaced rock hard earth and old roses, and all the
residents had a say beforehand. In the spirit of things both
young and young at heart got their hands dirty or provided the
essential piping hot tea supplies for all the thirsty volunteers.

Children’s Art and Design Playscheme

The children’s Art and Design Playscheme proved to be a very
successful part of the

Mardyke Estate
consultation. It was held at
Newtons  School in
Rainham  during  the

February half term. Over
30 enthusiatic children
worked with landscape
architect, Catherine
Walker of the Forestry
Commission. To help them
explore their environment
and work through exactly
how they wanted their estate to look, they used clay, paint and
woodcraft as well as getting some hands-on outside experiences.
They also took part in environmental activities, and designed play
equipment, flower and vegetable gardens.This all helped to guide
the landscape architect to produce a design of what the children
want to see in their area.

THERAPI Project Officer, Tracy Irvine worked on the Playscheme
as well and said "It has shown that children really want lots of
flowers, trees and safer, more accessible play environments; all
children should have this as part of memorable childhood
experiences."

Planting at West Road successfully completed

The South Ockendon Community Forum spearheads this
ongoing project. The Cleanaway Mardyke Trust funded this
year’s work, with further assistance from BTCV Thames Chase
and design advice from Thurrock Council.

The Green Grid Project

| am Catherine Bailey and | have just started work at Thames Chase as the Green Spaces Strategy
Officer for South Essex. Funded by the Thames Gateway South Essex Partnership, the Forestry
Commission and Countryside Agency, my job over the next two years is to develop a strategy for
the emerging Green Grid: a network of open spaces and green links that is proposed for the
Thames Gateway regeneration area covering much of Thurrock, Castle Point, Basildon, Rochford

and Southend.

Catherine Bailey, the Green
The Green Grid Project is seen as an essential regeneration tool for improving community and SR O

business confidence in the area: enhancing the image, encouraging investment, and creating cleaner, safer, high quality open space.
The partners to the project will seek resources for the creation, enhancement and management of, for example, urban parks,
woodland, hedgerows and trees, the riverside, marshlands and heritage sites over the coming 25 years.

Two of the essential qualities of the Grid will be its connectivity and accessibility. The creation and promotion of footpaths and
cycleways, from the green spaces to existing and proposed transport links, town centres and residential areas is an essential part
of the network. Local communities will be involved wherever possible.

If you would like further information, please contact me on (01708) 641880

Thames Chase Forest Centre Update

Thames Chase has now secured funding for Phase 1 of the new
Forest Centre at Broadfields. The financial supporters of the
scheme are Cleanaway Havering Riverside Trust, the Countryside
Agency and the Heritage Lottery Fund. The Centre is being
designed by Architect, Laurie Wood who is currently building the
Essex Wildlife Trust Centre at Bedfords Park, Havering and the
new Centre at Wat Tyler Country Park at Basildon.

The designs include a new modern centre, with café, toilets and
shop. These will overlook a play area and 140 acres of new
Community Woodland provided by the Forestry Commission.
The site will be heated by a wood chip burner using locally grown
short rotation coppice. Part of the centre is a 17th century Essex

Children’s Events

Barn which will be opened up to the public and used for events
and crafts people.

The focus of the Forest Centre will be the amazing achievements
of Thames Chase over the last 13 years; the planting of over 1
million trees and the 47 sites in the Forest area which are now
open to the public. Much of the exhibit will be aimed at children.
John Meehan, Thames Chase Forest Director said "We hope to
get across the fantastic story of creating a forest from scratch,
planting new woods and hedgerows, encouraging wildlife back,
creating new sculptures in the countryside and most importantly
involving the public in everything. The exhibition will include lots
of things for children to touch, feel and play with. After a visit to
the Thames Chase Forest Centre we want people to leave with
one thought......... when are we coming back!"
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Calling all horse riders Art at Broadfields

Bored during the school holidays? Can't think
where to go that’s a little different? Well
here’s your answer. A programme of children’s
activities is run every school holiday at the
Thames Chase Forest Centre.We also offer a
range of children’s birthday parties. So if you
like the idea of getting out and about and
watching your children

explore nature and

learn in a safe, friendly

environment, please call

(01708) 641880 and ask

for Emma Fayers or Jane

Gilbertson.

The Forestry Commission in Thames Chase is
keen to promote the new opportunities
available for riders. We'd like to talk to stables,
liveries and individual riders about holding a
riding event in August around the North
Upminster/Harold Wood area. If you're
interested please contact Suzanne Lebrun,
Community Ranger, on (01708) 641880.

Once planned details will be on
www.forestry.gov.uk/thameschase.

Renowned sculptor Andy Frost has been
working hard to create three new large
wooden sculptures at Broadfields, around the
Forest Centre. These are:

» 'The Millionth Tree' where you can climb up
to get the best view in Thames Chase,

» 'The Tree of Knowledge', an area for larger
groups to gather and learn more about the
Community Forest.

e 'The Fallen Log'
which you can walk
right through as
well as shelter in.




