
The Thames Chase Quiz
 

Answers - The banks of the Thames

 

1. Oxford is the oldest English speaking university in the world. The first College,
University College, was established on the bank of the Thames in 1247.
 
2. The first Tudor Palace at Hampton Court was Henry VIII favourite home. The Palace
was later enhanced in the baroque style by Christopher Wren for William and Mary.
 
3. The first Windsor Castle was built by William the Conquerer to take advantage of its
position high above the Thames to guard London. Windsor Castle now is the Royal
Family’s weekend cottage!
 
4. Princess Augusta established Kew Gardens in 1759. The site is now the Royal Botanic
Gardens at Kew and is responsible for the largest collection of living plants in the world
. It became a world heritage site in 2003.
 
5. Lambeth Palace has been the London seat of the Archbishop of Canterbury since the
end of the 12th century.
 
6. Westminster Bridge is painted Green to match the green leather of the benches in
the Commons whereas Lambeth Bridge is painted red to match the red leather of the
benches in the House of Lords.
 
7. About a mile east of Leigh-on-sea, the Crow Stone juts out into the sea marking the
end of the River Thames. The end of the river is marked on the Kent side by the London
Stone at the mouth of Yantlet Creek.
 
8. Known as the Wobbly Bridge, the Millennium Bridge had to be closed within days of
opening because it wobbled sickeningly when too many people were walking across it
at the same time.
 
9. In 1916 gunners guarding gunpowder magazines at Purfleet were awarded a prize by
the Lord Mayor of London for being the first to shoot down a Zeppelin.
 
10. Overlooking the Thames at Greenwich is the Royal Observatory. In 1833 a visual time
signal, a time ball, was placed on top of the observatory so that ships on the river could
set their clocks accurately. In1884 it became the location of the Prime Meridian or 0
degrees longitude recognised across the world.
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