
All forms of creatures thrive here, from protected 
species such as the water vole, to strange invertebrates 
such as the glow worm. Essex & Suffolk Water work in 
partnership with the Land Trust on this site.

The route
From the car park, double back down the access road 
until you reach Essex & Suffolk Water’s pumping station, 
which became operational in 1928. This impressive 
building has been converted into a visitor centre, but the 
pump still provides drinking water to 45,000 people in 
the surrounding area. 

Turn left down the road, keeping the visitor centre on 
your right. The road merges into a track, which leads to a 
board walk across the pond. This body of standing water 
is home to water voles, which may be seen swimming or 
observed at the pond’s edge. Frogs and toads return to 
the pond each year in spring to breed, so watch out for 
frogspawn in the spring. Crossing the pond and turning 
right onto the surfaced footpath, Davy Down’s grasslands 
open out before you. The River Mardyke runs along the 
northern boundary of the site and the grasslands to your 
right form part of the Mardyke Valley.

After 400m, the path bears right to be enclosed on either 
side by woodlands. At night, the woodland edges and 
grassy banks of the site are alight with the mysterious 
green glow of glow worms. 

In the warm spring and summer days, the woodlands 
and grasslands of Davy Down come to life with butterfly 
species. Of the 23 species seen at Davy Down the holly 
blue, the clouded yellow, the peacock and the painted 
lady are particularly striking.

Following the footpath as it turns northwards, the 
14 arch viaduct, carrying the coast to coast railway 
between Upminster and Grays, rises upon your left. 
This railway line also travels to South Ockendon to the 
south and Chafford Hundred to the north. You now meet 
with the River Mardkye, where the footpath mirrors the 
river’s course. Watch the river carefully as you walk 
and you may be able to spot one of the nine species of 
dragonflies and damselfies found on the site. 

Stay to the path on your right as you pass the second 
bridge over the Mardyke. This will lead you to the cycle 
and footpath entrance. From here, turn right to walk along 
the access road back to the car park, or perhaps to the 
Visitor Centre to learn more about the site.  

Parking Davy Down.

Refreshments/facilities Toilets at Davy Down.

Distance 1.27 miles/2.05 kilometres. 

Allow 50 minutes.
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Davy Down is situated to the west of North Stifford and south 
of South Ockendon and is highly popular with locals due to              
its accessibility. 
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