
What’s happening 
at Rainham Hall?
Rainham Hall has been a private 
residence since it was built in 1729 
but when our last tenants moved  
out, we decided it was time to do 
something different. 

Working with Heritage Lottery  
Fund (HLF) and London Borough 
of Havering, we asked the people  
of Rainham Village what they  
wanted from the Hall, and a clear 
consensus emerged: share it with 
the local community.

An exciting project plan emerged 
from our consultation: the Hall 
would become a museum, gallery 
and activity space, the dilapidated 
Stableblock transformed into a 
café and the Coach House a 
workshop  for local craftspeople. 

Thanks to exceptional grants from 
HLF, Veolia North Thames Trust and 
Biffa Award, our project started in 
2013 and will be finished in Summer 
2015.

Proudly sitting in 
the heart of the village, 
Rainham Hall will be 
opened to the public  
by National Trust in 
August 2015 
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1. Rainham Hall
The Hall is due to open five days a week to the public in 
summer 2015. A sixth day will be dedicated to learning 
sessions. The Hall will be the only part of the site for  
which an admission fee is required. There will be an 
exciting and diverse programme of events held at the Hall 
in relation to the current exhibition.

2. Coach House
A section of the Coach House will be converted in to  
a workshop space for groups and individuals of all ages 
and ability to participate in both regular and one off  
arts and crafts sessions. The types of activity will vary  
in difficulty and level of expertise and will be led by  
an on-site master craftsperson.  

3. The Stableblock
The Stableblock will provide a warm 
welcome and information point to visitors as well as 
including a retail outlet, café and community exhibition 
space. The first floor, The Hayloft, will be a flexible 
space for community use and learning. The whole of this 
building will be accessible to all. 

4. Gardens
The gardens are currently open Tuesdays and Fridays, 
between 10am and 4pm, to the public and will be fully 
open from summer 2015. We welcome all to come and 
enjoy the gardens at their leisure. We also hope to use 
the gardens for future events such as open air cinema 
screenings and outdoor family activities. 



The Project
The building works at Rainham Hall 
are being undertaken by the builders 
Bakers of Danbury and overseen by 
Julian Harrap Architects. 

The Stableblock has been re-roofed, 
rotten floor timbers have been 
replaced and brickwork has been 
extensively renovated. Rainham Hall 
is being fitted with wiring, heating, 
plumbing and lighting. Windows and 
shutters are being renovated and the 
remarkable multi-layered decoration 
is being conserved. The cobbled 
courtyard  is being lifted and  
re-laid to be more even.

Captain John Harle finishes his new house, Rainham Hall. 
This handsome Queen Anne building is Harle’s statement 
of success as a merchant.

Rainham is occupied by an eclectic roll call of residents, 
from coal merchants to Vogue fashion photographers

Rainham Hall is donated to National Trust.

Rainham Hall is occupied by a series of National Trust 
tenants, who open the house to the public on Wednesday 
afternoons in the summer. A team of volunteer room 
guides help the tenants welcome visitors.

Planning for the project begins.

Establishment of current volunteer garden team; volunteer 
teams have since expanded to include historic research, 
community ambassadors, archaeology, administration 
support, costume making, oral history and conservation.  
 
Funding is secured.

Restoration works on the Hall and The Stableblock begin

The grand opening.

Timeline

Who’s living 
at Rainham Hall? 
Whilst the historic fabric of the 
building may stay the same, our 
changing exhibition programme will 
focus on the fascinating stories of 
former residents of the Hall. Past 
inhabitants will bring our spaces to 
life and evoke different periods in 
Rainham’s history. 

Visitors will discover not only who 
lived at Rainham Hall, but also  
think how they would live here.  
Our exhibitions will include 
interactive installations, objects  
on display and audio-visual  
elements. The first programme  
is being designed by Studio Weave.

Get 
Involved
Whether you’re interested in 
volunteering or perhaps you’re part 
of a community group that would like 
to hold an event in the garden, there 
are a number of ways for you to get 
involved with the exciting work at 
Rainham Hall. We are always happy 
to hear from anyone who wishes to 
share our love of this special place.  

If you would like to find out how you 
can get involved, please e-mail our 
Community Projects Manager; 
Hannah.lewis@nationaltrust.org.uk 
or phone 01708 525 579


