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C
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alk via:
O

akw
ood &

 A
sh 

Plantation, Belhus 
Park &

 Belhus C
hase

4.5 m
iles (approx) 

2.5 hours (approx)

Introduction
O

akw
ood and A

sh Plantation 
   Integral part of Tham

es Chase Com
m

unity Forest. 
There are 2 adjoining w

oods separated by a stretch of 
w

ater called Long Pond.
   They w

ere part of the original landscape garden of 
Belhus H

ouse and designed in the 18th century by 
Richard W

oods and landscape architect Lancelot 
“Capability” Brow

n. Visitors can view
 the rem

ainder of 
the form

er ice house, w
hich w

as used to store ice for use 
by the m

ansion.

B
elhus W

oods C
ountry Park 

   Belhus W
oods Country Park  is a diverse landscape of 

ancient w
oodland, grassland and lakes.

   The park is located w
ithin Tham

es Chase com
m

unity 
forest w

hich covers 40sq m
iles to the east of London. It 

aim
s to provide an attractive area w

ith m
ore trees, a 

range of w
ildlife habitats, farm

s and m
ore places for you 

to visit.  
   W

ith over 300 acres in South Essex, Belhus W
oods 

com
bines ancient w

oodland, w
orking w

oods, flow
er 

m
eadow

s, open grassland, and fishing and conservation 
lakes. It’s a great place to w

alk your dog, picnic by the 
lake, feed the ducks, go fishing or spot w

ildlife. There are 
m

any activities throughout the year for fam
ilies and 

nature enthusiasts, including w
atching m

odel boats.

B
elhus C

hase
   This form

er arable farm
land w

as acquired by the 
W

oodland Trust in 1998. The subsequent w
oodland 

planting and m
eadow

 creation has recreated a landscape 
w

ith a parkland atm
osphere, rem

iniscent of the parkland 
of the form

er Belhus M
ansion.

   A new
 w

oodland rich in history, Belhus Chase and 
neighbouring G

urnett’s Fields are part of the Tham
es 

Chase Com
m

unity Forest, w
hich is transform

ing the 
landscape to the east of London.  They are also connected 
to the area’s fascinating heritage as part of the grand 
Belhus Estate, and the w

oods’ planting schem
e echoes 

the style of the estate’s Capability Brow
n landscaping.

Tham
es Chase - Com

m
unity Forest

Environm
ental im

provem
ents w

ithin the borders of 
Tham

es Chase Com
m

unity Forest are all around 
you in the m

any green spaces that are enjoyed 
through its 40 sq m

iles of countryside. 
This landscape regeneration project is now

 being 
m

anaged by the Tham
es Chase Trust.  There is a 

w
ide range of events to interest all ages - pick up a 

leaflet at the Forest Centre.

O
pening H

ours
Visitor Centre: Late M

arch to O
ctober;

10am
 - 5pm

 every day.
N

ovem
ber to Late M

arch;
10am

 - 4pm
 each day.

Site: D
aily; 8.30am

 - to dusk.

Car parking
A fixed daily donation to 
Tham

es Chase Trust payable at the ticket m
achine.

For m
ore inform

ation and to m
ake bookings please ring 

01708 642970 or call at The Tham
es Chase Forest Centre, 

Pike Lane, U
pm

inster RM
14 3N

S
E-m

ail: enquiries@
tham

eschase.org.uk 
W

eb site: w
w

w.tham
eschase.org.uk

Charity no. 1115627.  Com
pany N

o. 5687558

D
esign &

 Artw
ork by P A Vine M

obile: 07940570194 Em
ail: pav123

@
rocketm

ail.com
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Tham
es Chase W

alks are in 
partnership w

ith the Land of 
the Fanns

The Land of the Fanns Landscape 
Partnership Schem

e seeks to restore, 
discover and celebrate one of the 
last rem

aining landscapes of London 
as it once w

as. Through delivery of  
26 projects, w

e aim
 to engage the 

com
m

unity w
ith their local heritage and environm

ent. 
Find out m

ore on social m
edia and our w

ebsite: 
w

w
w

.landofthefanns.org.uk

Land of the Fanns is sup
p
orted by T

ham
es C

hase 
 

Transform
ing 

landscapes, 
transform

ing 
lives
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HOUSES & BUILDINGS

TREES/HEDGES

- - - - -

LANDFILL

GRASSLAND

RESERVE

 This circular walk of around 4.5 miles starts from the car park at 
 Belhus Park Leisure Centre, Park Lane, Aveley RM15 4PX

1.  From the car park walk east along the footpath beside the Leisure Centre and driving range  
 towards the M25. Cross the motor way over the former road bridge and the turn left into the  
 parkland. Walk in a northerly direction through the parkland parallel to the M25 for around  
 600 metres.

2.  At the black metal fence enter the Oak Wood and Ash Plantation through the  
 entrance. Follow the footpath through the woods for around 50 metres  
 and to your right you should see a raised area a short distance   
 from the path. This is the remains of the Ice House from   
 the former Belhus Mansion. Continue on the   
 footpath and after a short distance the   
 woods open to a grassy area on the  
 right. At the end of the grassy area  
 take the footpath to the right.

3.  The footpath now follows the   
 southern side of the Long   
 Pond. After around 200 meters you  
 will see the Long Pond to your left by  
 the ‘Deep Water’ warning sign.  
 The woods to the right include a mix 
 of  Ash, Horse Chestnut,  Willow, 
 Sycamore and Hawthorne. 

4.  Continue walking with the pond on your left until it meets a path  
 from the housing to the right. Take the path left over the footbridge  
 and continue straight ahead ignoring any paths to the right which lead  
 to the houses which surround the woods.  The majority of trees in  
 this section are Oak.

5.  At the next ‘t’ junction take the footpath to the left. The long straight  
 path runs now runs in a southerly direction parallel to the M25. After  
 around 400 metres take the footpath to the right near the ‘Deep  
 Water’ warning sign.

6.  The path now rises quite steeply to the footbridge over the M25.  
 Cross the bridge and the follow the path to your right down through  
 the woods following the stream on the right until it meets the   
 surfaced path. 

7.  Follow the surfaced path to the right for around 600 metres as it  
 loops around the pond, crosses the Running Water Brook and curves  
 to the left away from the M25. Just before the first of the Belhus lakes  
 there are large wooden gates to the left and right. The path to the left  
 goes the Visitor Centre but take the grassy path to the right through  
 the wooden gate. 

8.  After around 200 metres cross the surfaced path and follow the path  
 to the right alongside the lake. After a short distance the path meets  
 the surfaced path which we follow to the left. The path passes   
 between the fishing lakes to the left and the conservation lakes to 
 the right. Continue on this path until to surface path ends at wide  
 open grassland.

9.  There are now 4 unsurfaced paths across the open grassland. The one  
 to the right leads clockwise around the conservation lakes. The one  
 straight ahead takes you to the woods north of the Visitor Centre. The  
 one to the extreme left follows in a anti clockwise direction around the  
 fishing lakes but take the path to the right of this. In a short while cross  
 the first surfaced path and after a few paces turn right along the next  
 surfaced path. To the left is the large fishing lake where a large flock  
 of geese are often spotted. Continue around the Lake on your left  
 ignoring the path to the right. When the path meets another   
 surfaced path turn right passed the children’s adventure  
 playground to the left. At the next junction the path to the right  
 leads to the Visitor Centre with its café and toilets. Take the path  
 to the left away from the visitor centre with the play area to 
 the left.

10.Continue on this path through the woods over the Running    
 Water Brook and into Belhus Chase. Walk straight ahead in a southerly direction with the meadow to the left and the  
 trees/hedgerow to the right.  After around 400 metres enter the woods continuing in a southerly direction. After  
 around 200 metres pass through the metal gate and turn left into more woods. The woods to the left have a mix of  
 ancient oak, chestnut and beech whereas those to the right are recent plantings.  After around 300 metres and just  
 after a footpath on the left, look out for the stink pipe/tower just into the woods on the left. This was part of the Belhus  
 Mansion sewage system.

11. After a short distance the path turns right and continues south for around 500 metres where it meets bridleway 230.   
 At the bridleway turn left and then right then follow the path with the M25 on the left and the golf course to the right  
 until you reach the Leisure Centre where the walk started. If you prefer to walk on the surfaced path then shortly after  
 the right turn there is an exit path is on the left with the surfaced path running parallel to our path. 
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