
11.  Hawthorn
Dome, twiggy tree, popular as a hedging plant. Leaves 
have deeply divided lobes on thorny twigs. Clusters of 
showy white flowers have a scent that 
some people find unpleasant. Fleshy 
berries called haws turn dark wine-red 
in autumn providing plentiful supply of 
food for birds and small mammals. Bark grayish brown with many small scales.

12. Spindle 
A small tree or large decorative bush. Light green 
leaves are thin and pointed with tiny sharp teeth. 
Small greenish yellow flowers have four narrow 
petals. Fruit has four lobes turning deep pinkish-red 
when ripe containing four orange coloured seeds. 
Bark is smooth and when young is greenish, later 
turning grey.

13. Elder 
Usually a bush with many stems rising from ground 
level, but given space can grow into a small tree. Leaves 
have 5 or 7 leaflets, with a distinctive unpleasant odour 
when crushed. Tiny white flowers cluster into a sweet 
smelling flat head. In autumn berries hang in large lack 
bunches. Light brown bark is ridged, thick and corky.

14. Hazel
Usually forms a many stemmed bush rising from the 
‘stool’ when it is coppiced but can grow into a small 
tree. Leaves have sawtooth edges with a drawn out 
tip, hairy surface and can grow to 4 inches. 
Male flowers hang in yellow ‘lambstail’ 
catkins; female flowers appear as tiny buds 
with protruding red tassels – trees bear 
catkins in late winter/early spring. Nuts grow 
in clusters of up to four and are a favourite food of squirrels, jays, pigeons 
and mice. Light brown scaly bark has yellow breathing pores.
 

15. Yew
Large rounded tree with dark foliage, often with many 
trunks, usually trimming into hedges or topiary. 
Needles are dark glossy green on top and lighter 
underneath. Male and female trees; male flowers 
is yellow and female flower is tiny and green. 
Bright red fleshy berries contain one seed – 
very poisonous. Smooth light brown bark 
flakes to reddish or purplish patches.

16. Lime 
Tall with long slender branches. Leaves are 
broad with an almost flat or heart shape base. 
Greenish-yellow sweet smelling flowers hang on 
long bracts. They produce abundant nectar sought by bees. 
Flowers in midsummer. Small, rounded hanging fruits are 
hairy and faintly ribbed. Young bark is smooth and grey, 
old is fissured. 

17. Field maple 
Densely twiggy tree, domed when mature. Small 
leaves with three main lobes that turn amber yellow 
in autumn. Small yellow-green flowers form erect clusters. 
Seeds with green wings joined in pairs and often tinged 
with pink (similar to sycamore seeds). Bark is grey or light 
brown with shallow fissures, stems are often winged 
and corky.

18. Blackthorn (hedge)
A thorny shrub often forming a dense hedge that provides 
safe roosting for birds. Leaves are small, pointed, wrinkled. 
The white rounded flowers appear on bare twigs before 
the leaves, in mid spring. Fruit (sloes) are round, fleshy, 
bluish-black and bitter. Bark is purple/black.

19.  Alder 
Large conical shaped tree with branches spaced in a regular 
pattern – at Broadfields it spreads by abundant suckers. 
Leaves are round and blunt ended. Long male and 
round female catkins appear on the same tree 
and ripen into fruit in spring. Woody cone-like 
fruits stay on the tree all winter. Bark is rough and 
often sprouts new shoots.

20. Guelder rose     
A spreading shrub with few branches. Leaves have three 
to five lobes, smooth on top and hairy underneath, 
turning a dull loganberry red in autumn. Small white 
flowers appear in clusters with slightly larger flowers 
round the edge in May-June. Fleshy, shiny round 
berries hang loosely on branches in autumn.

21. Purging buckthorn
Shrub or small hedgerow tree, many branched 
and thorny. Thick foliage grows close to the ground. 
Leaves grow in bunches on small twigs, edges 
finally toothed. Yellowish green flowers appear in 
May. Male and female flowers grow on separate 
trees. Round, black berries grow in clusters – 
very poisonous. Bark is rough and scaly.
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6. Cultivated apple 
While apple trees have simple leaves, or leaves that 
have just one solitary blade, there are differences 
between species in their shape. Many of the cultivated 
apple trees have oval ones and have leaves as long as 
4 inches.  Most kinds of apple trees have at least one 
side that is hairy, especially when the tree is in the 
process of maturing. 

  
7.  Walnut
A handsome spreading tree with a broad 
crown when mature. Leaves similar to ash 
tree but longer, usually have 7 leaflets,  
bronzed coloured when young, larger 
near the tip when fully grown. Male flowers 
borne in catkins; female flowers stand upright in twos 
and threes. Green rounded fruit contain crinkled brown 
nuts. Bark is smooth and grey, roughening with age.

8.  Ash 
Grows very tall, domed with widely spaced 
branches. Leaves have 9-13 leaflets that 
are long, tapering and toothed, similar to 
walnut but smaller. Male and female flowers 
may appear on separate twigs on the same tree, or on separate 
tree, sometimes even change sex from year to year. Seeds are 
winged and appear in bunches (like keys). Smooth greenish/grey bark.

9. Larch (deciduous conifer)
Tall, straight tree with sparse horizontal or drooping branches. Needles are light 
green and soft, growing in 
clusters, they turn yellow in 
autumn and fall in winter. Male 
flowers are yellow and globe shaped; 
female flowers are 
deep red emerging 
in spring. Egg shaped 
cones appear all round the twigs and stay on the tree for several years. 
Bark is light brown in regular plates.      

10.  Wild cherry  
Pyramidal in shape. Leaves are long and pointed, dark 
green, turning crimson in autumn. White 
flowers appear before the leaves in April 
Birds feed on the bright red cherries in July. 
Bark is shiny, chestnut brown peeling in 
horizontal strips.  
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Trees
1. Wild service
One of the rarest of British native trees. Domed 
shape when mature. Leaves are shiny on both 
sides, resemble a maple leaf and turn purplish 
red in autumn. Clusters of creamy – white 
flowers in May or June. Rounded speckled 
brown fruit appear in clusters in autumn.  

2. Grey willow (female)
Shrub or small tree; likes wet areas. Leaves longer than 
goats willow with fine felt underneath and sometimes 
with rusty red hairs on leaf veins. Flowers and bark  
similar to goats willow.

3. Crack willow  
A large rounded tree when mature, often 
leaning and collapsing with age. Leaves are 
long, narrow, shiny on top, blue/grey underneath. 
Male trees have yellow catkins. Female trees have 
catkins in summer that turn into woolly seeds.  
The bark is deeply ridged and cracked. 

4. Scots Pine
The shoots are light brown, with a spirally arranged scale-like 
pattern. On mature trees the leaves ('needles') are a 
blue-green, often darker green to dark yellow-green 
in winter. The seed cones are red at pollination, then 
pale brown, grey-green to yellow-brown at maturity. 
 The bark is thick, scaly dark grey-brown on the 
lower trunk, and thin, flaky and orange on the 
upper trunk and branches. 

5. Goat willow (broad leaves)
Small, many stemmed shrubby tree. 
Leaves round, short and pointed with 
small teeth along edge, dark grey 
green on top and woolly beneath – 
closely resemble apple leaves. Male 
trees have catkins that are grey at 
first turning yellow when ripe with 
pollen. Female trees have small 
greenish/white catkins. Bark is smooth 
and grey.                                                  
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