
 Welcome to the new Chairman of the Trust 

Simon Parkinson was appointed as Chair of the Trust at the March 2017 

Trust Board meeting. Simon says, “Having retired from Havering Council  in  

                                           November 2016, after 10 years of managing  

                                           parks and open spaces (amongst others), I was 

                                           keen to retain an association with a borough that I  

                                           had grown to really like and appreciate. So I was  

                                           really pleased when an opportunity arose to become  

                                           a Trustee and subsequently the Chair of the 

                                           Thames Chase Trust. I am happy to be associated 

                                           with the important work that the Trust undertakes 

                                           and believe in the values it holds.  

 

Furthermore the Trust is in my view a strong organisation, with an excellent Board 

of Trustees, excellent staff and an excellent group of volunteers; so whilst there are 

challenges to overcome (there always are) I am very confident that the future for 

the Trust will be a very positive one, particularly now that the funding for the Land 

of the Fanns project has been confirmed. 
 

As Chair I am intending to help raise the profile of the Trust and help develop even 

stronger relationships with all the key stakeholders, particularly the organisations 

who currently provide funding to the Trust and those that might do so in the future. 

I am also keen to ensure that the work of the volunteers is properly recognised and 

that they are kept informed about issues affecting their future involvement in the 

work of the Trust. 

 

So, I am very pleased to have a chance to contribute to the work of the Trust in the 

coming years and, if I haven't met you already, I look forward to doing so in the 

coming months". 

The Thames Chase 10k and Family Fun Run 

This annual event is on Sunday 11th June at 10am. Book your place online at  

https://endurancecui.active.com/event-reg/select-race?e=41895154 

Enjoy the beauty of Broadfields on the multi-lap and very gently undulating 

10k route that is off road and completely traffic free. The fully chip timed run 

is on a network of flat surfaced paths, with a small section of grass/meadow. 

Entry Fees - £17 Affiliated, £19 Unaffiliated 

The 10k run will be followed by a Family Fun Run at 11.30am. There are two 

routes depending on age.  Medals and goodie bags for all participants.  The 

run can be booked through our website www.thameschase.org.uk or at the 

Forest Centre. Entry £10 for a family of 4 or £3 per person. 

 

THE EDITOR WRITES 

 

Welcome to Simon who is, I am 
sure, going to be a diligent Chair of 

the Trust. 

 

The Community Forest is 
dramatically expanding its horizons 

as you will see from David’s report 

on our involvement in a wide 

variety of projects with different 

partner organisations. Our need to 
secure the office block at the 

Forest Centre as a working base 

grows ever more pressing.  The 

financial outlay to retain the 

building is substantial and we are 
actively seeking support from all 

who value the major improvements 

the Forest has and is still providing 

for local communities.  If you 
would like to contribute, please see 

the back page of the Newsletter. 

 

The fact that the Community 

Forest has achieved so much in the 
first 20 odd years is very much 

attributed to community support, 

particularly through volunteering. 

We now need to re-enforce our 
volunteer teams to help with the 

challenges ahead.  We are seeking 

a wide variety of skills and interests 

as outlined on page 3, so if you can, 

‘give what you are good at’ and join 
the team. 

 

Lastly, why not put on your 

running shoes and join the Thames 
Chase 10k run or have fun with 

your family on the Fun Run in June. 

These and all the other planned 

events will keep us busy well into 

summer. 
 

Mary Wright, Trustee 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY FOREST 

March 2017 
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Projects 

 

 

 

Land of the Fanns 

It has been a very busy period for the Land of the Fanns scheme since receiving confirmation of the £1.3m HLF 

award in November 2016. 

The Board are currently in the process of recruiting the first two members of the Land of the Fanns team and it is 

planned that by April 2017, the Scheme Manager and the Finance & Administration Officer will be in post. 

This is a very exciting time for the landscape of the Community Forest! 
 

London Tree Programme 

The Thames Chase Trust is an active partner in the Mayor’s London Tree Programme. London’s trees define the city 

and make it one of the best world cities to live, work and visit. Although London faces unprecedented levels of 

growth, the Mayor of London’s ambition is to ensure that the capital retains its status as one of the greenest big 

world cities. To help achieve this, the Mayor included in his manifesto a commitment to embark on a major tree 

planting programme. 

The Thames Chase Trust will be working with the GLA and many other partners to mould and design the 

programme between 2017 - 2020. Partners include: Forestry Commission, Woodland Trust, London Tree Officers 

Association, The Conservation Volunteers, Trees for Cities, The Conservation Foundation, Forestry and Woodlands 

Advisory Committee (London), Transport for London Arboriculture & Landscape, Groundwork, Trees and Design 

Action Group, City of London, London Wildlife Trust, Local Authorities (London Boroughs), and The Orchard 

Project. 
 

Brownfield Programme 

The Thames Chase Trust is working very closely with the Forestry Commission around their emerging Brownfield 

Programme within the Community Forest. There are 10 Forestry Commission Community Woodlands across 

Thames Chase and we are always looking at ways in which this vital resource can be expanded for the benefit of 

wildlife and people. 
  

Sustainable Woodland Management 

The Thames Chase Trust is working closely with its local authority partners to manage and promote the woodland 

resource across the Community Forest. There are many established woodlands across the area which exist for the 

benefit of people and wildlife. The established woodlands are notable examples of how the new and emerging 

woodlands in the south of the Forest can be managed in the future. 
 

South Essex Catchment Partnership (SECP) 

The multi-agency SECP has achieved a great deal this year with surveys and practical conservation volunteer 

projects, involving members of the local communities across the Forest. The Thames Chase Trust is the host 

organisation for the SECP and further information is available on the Thames Chase website: 

http://www.thameschase.org.uk/about-thames-chase/thames-chase-trust-projects/south-essex-catchment-partnership 
 

Roding, Beam & Ingrebourne Catchment Partnership (RBICP) 

The Thames Chase Trust is the co-host organisation for the RBICP alongside Thames21. The multi-agency RBICP 

has also achieved a great deal this year, delivering education with schools from each river area i.e. Roding, Beam & 

Ingrebourne. The RBICP has also been working closely with the London Borough of Redbridge (Vision RCL) to 

achieve the delivery of practical conservation projects with volunteers on the River Roding. Further information is 

available on the Thames Chase website: http://www.thameschase.org.uk/about-thames-chase/thames-chase-trust-

projects/roding-beam-and-ingrebourne-catchment-partnership 
 

London Tree Week 

This year London Tree Week (LTW) will run from Saturday 27 May to Sunday 04 June 2017. The event will engage 

people across London via the use social media to celebrate London’s trees and in identifying special places to visit 

and to raise awareness of any notable events across the area. 
 

David Bigden – Interim Development Manager 
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Volunteering 

 

 

Volunteering 

 

 
   We need you! 

There are a wide variety of opportunities – 

 

Thames Chase Trust relies heavily on its enthusiastic and talented volunteers. 

 

By being a volunteer you can: 

 Meet others with similar interests by working as a team in a friendly environment 

 Utilize your unique skills on worthwhile projects 

 Work for the benefit of the local community 

 Work indoors or outdoors 

 Help to create a safe, attractive and welcoming environment for others 

 Leave a legacy for the future 

 Increase your life experiences 

For more information contact Mary Wright on: 01708 642970  

or email: mary.wright@thameschase.org.uk   

 

Forest Centre 
Assist with a wide variety of administrative tasks 

including computing and note taking. 

Help to manage the main reception area. 

Help to manage retail activities at the Forest Centre 
Shop. 

Conservation Team 
Work in the open with a trained team leader, carrying 

out tasks throughout the community forest. Help with 

the building and upkeep of our newly renovated tree 

nursery. Or join the Wood Craft team making items to 
be sold in the Forest centre. 

Events 

Help to produce, promote and carry out fundraising 

activities throughout the forest. 
Help produce a varied events programme to engage 

visitors and support the work of the Community Forest. 

Children’s Activities 

Bring your enthusiasm for the environment to both 

children and adults in a varied programme of activities.  
 

Walks 

Research more walks within the community forest or 
help to lead guided walks. 

Wildlife 

Help to manage the bird & bat boxes around the site 
along with wildlife spotting and photography. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

Forest Centre 

 

Please contribute your £2 to help us serve you! 

As we approach the start of our main season with the Easter School Holidays, the car park contribution 

will change from £1 to £2 for all day parking at the Forest Centre on the 21st March.   

As many of you will know Thames Chase Trust is a Charity operated by volunteers, dedicated to 

regenerating and conserving the landscape for the local community. Here at the Thames Chase Forest 

Centre we aim to be the gateway to the wider 40 acres of the Thames Chase Community Forest. 

All income raised is used to maintain and run the Forest Centre and improve the landscape within the 

community forest. 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to our new caterers 

 

Churchill Catering started operating their ‘Natural Kitchen’ in our Forest Centre cafe from 1st February. 

Churchills Catering is a family run catering business that operates a number of award winning cafes in 

other visitor and community centre throughout East Anglia and beyond. We are pleased to welcome Lyn 

and her staff and look forward to working with them.  

Mothering Sunday 26th March 

Sunday 26th April is also Mothers Day and Churchills will be offering a delicious afternoon tea special for 

the occasion in our café. The cost will be £7 per person from 12noon to 4pm, so check out our website 

and Facebook nearer the time for more details. 

Cycle Hire reopens for the season at Thames Chase Forest Centre! 

Weekends & School Holidays 1st April to 29th October 2017. 

Yes, the new season will start with the Easter school holidays. Cycle hire will open at 10.30am on Saturday 

1st April and will be available 10.30am – 4pm weekends and school holidays until Sunday 29th October.  

You can now purchase six sessions of either ½ or 1 hour sessions in advance! We supply you with a 

passport that you can take to straight the cycle hire point, without having to go to the visitor centre to pay 

each time. 

Wendy Baker -Forest Centre Manager  

                           

Summer Opening Times 

Thames Chase Visitor Centre will be open later from the 26th March! 

At last, we put back the clocks on Sat 25th March, which means the Visitor Centre will be opening until 

5pm from Sunday 26th March. 

With the evenings pulling out the entrance gate will be closing later, at 7pm from Monday 27th March, 

which will give visitors time to enjoy an early evening walk. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4th-/13th  

April 
Tues - Thurs  10.30am-12.30pm Children’s half Easter Holiday activities 

(See previous page) 
Donation 

14th April Friday 2:30-4:30pm Cream tea with live music from our volunteer 
musicians  

£9 (booking 
essential) 

16th April Sunday 10am-3pm  Sunday market Free entry 

23rd April Sunday 2.30 -4.30pm Andrew Linham Concert £10 

(14-18yrs £5) 

28 h April Friday From 10am Guided Walk to Cely, Whitepost and Warwick 

Woods (Details above) 

£3 

29th April Sunday 2.30-4.30pm The Chase Players’ Variety Show £10 

(14-18yrs £5) 

19th May Friday 2.30-4.30pm Cream tea with live music from our volunteer 

musicians 

£9 (booking 

essential)  

21st May Sunday 10am-3pm Sunday market Free entry 

26th May Friday From 10am Guided Walk to Stubbers (Details above) £3 

27th -/29th 

May 

Saturday, Sunday, 

Monday 

10am-5pm Guild of Essex Craft Fair Free 

30th May – 

1st June 

Tues - Thurs 10.30am-12.30pm Children’s half Term Holiday activities 

Explore another woodland in the Forest  

Donation 

9th June Friday 7.30-10pm An evening of swing with The Hummingbirds £12 (Bring 

your own 
supper) 

11th June Sunday 10am and 11.30am The Thames Chase 10k and Family Fun Run See page 1 for 

details 

16th June Friday 2.30-4.30pm Strawberry Cream Tea £9 (Booking 

essential 

18th June Sunday 10am-3pm Sunday Market Free 

23rd June Friday From 10am Guided Walk to Parklands and Bonnet’s Wood 

(Details above) 

£3 

Upcoming Events  

 

Music Concerts  

Sunday 26th March (Mother’s Day) - If you enjoy the jazz 

standards made famous by singers such as Frank Sinatra, 

Ella Fitzgerald, Peggy Lee and Michael Bublé then this is an 

opportunity to join our group of friendly jazz musicians and 

perform the song you have always wanted to do. If you 

enjoy singing, come to learn and have fun. 

Sunday 23rd April – Andrew Linham Duo, one of our 

local, well known musicians serenading us with music from 

the golden age of swing and introducing some original jazz 

compositions.  

Sunday 29th April - The Chase Players Variety Show. A 

welcome return to variety featuring Gertrude and Gladys in 

their funniest roles yet! There will be songs from music hall, 

shows and the silver screen. Special guest appearances. 

Friday 9th June - A Summer Evening of Swing with The 

Hummingbirds. Accompanied by a jazz ensemble, they will 

entertain you with the songs from great songwriters such as 

George Gershwin, Hoagy Carmichael, Cole Porter, Jerome 

Kern and many more from the 1930s and 1940s era. 

 

Guided Walks 

Friday 24th March – Visit Warley Place to enjoy their early 

spring flowers and learn about its creator, Eleanor Wilmot, the 

influential 19th Century English Horticulturist. Meet at the Essex 

Wildlife car park at Warley Place at 10am. Please book at the 

Thames Chase Visitor Centre.  

Friday 28th April – Enjoy Cely, Whitepost and Warwick 

Woods. Meet in the Cely Wood car park off Warwick Lane at 

10am. Parking is limited, so please car share if you can. 

Friday 26th May- Visit Stubbers Park and learn about this 

historic site now used as an outdoor pursuit centre. Meet at 

10am in the car park. 

Friday 23rd June – Explore the historic Parklands with its 

restored 18th century bridge and Bonnet’s Wood with it’s 

recently restored extension. Meet in Parkland car park at 10am. 

 

Donation of £3 for each walk. The Warley Place walk will be 

lead by Essex Wildlife Trust and your donations will go to their 

restoration fund. 

More information can be found on our website. 

 

 



 

 

For more information and to make bookings please ring  

01708 642970 or call at The Thames Chase Forest Centre,  

Pike Lane, Upminster RM14 3NS 
E-mail: enquiries@thameschase.org.uk  

Web site: www.thameschase.org.uk 

Charity no. 1115627.  Company No. 5687558 
 

How to donate 
 
The Giving Machine  

When you buy something on an online shop via TheGivingMachine your purchase automatically generates 
a sales commission. The Giving Machine turns the commission you’ve generated into a charitable 

donation and passes it on to Thames Chase if you choose to support us: 

https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/thames-chase-community-forest/ 
 

My Donate 
Online on the My Donate website: https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/thameschasecommunityforest  

 
Or                                                          

• In the Thames Chase Forest Centre 
• Telephone: 01708 642970 

• Email: enquiries@thameschase.org.uk  

 
 

 
 

Children’s Easter Holiday Programme 

 
Week 1 - Tuesday 4th and Wednesday 5th April (10:30am-12:30pm) 

Come and do an art activity, plant a sunflower and make an insect hotel at the Forest Centre.   
 

Thursday 6th April “Explore Thames Chase”-Meet in Cely Woods Car park (Warwick Lane) at 10.30am for 

outside gentle yoga and well being activities. Wear “sensible” shoes/boots and weather appropriate clothing 
 

 Week 2 - Tuesday 11th and Wednesday 12th April (10:30am-12:30pm) 

Come and do some weaving, planting a herb cutting and make a bird box 

 
Thursday 13th April “Explore Thames Chase”- Come for a gentle walk to a part of  

Thames Chase you may not have visited before – Harold Court Woods and do a  scavenger hunt. Meet in Tyler’s 

Common Car park (Nags Head Lane) at 10.30am. Wear “sensible” shoes/boots and weather appropriate clothing. 

 

£3 donation per child. 

All children must be accompanied by an adult for all activities. 
All the activities are produced by our volunteers. 
 

                                 Children’s activities 

 

Children’s Summer half term holiday  

As part of our celebrations for London Tree Week, activities will focus on ‘Growing and Thriving’. This will 

include Tuesday 30th , Wednesday 31st May and Thursday 1st June. 

More details will be available on the website www.thameschase.org.uk  
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