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Executive Summary
The Water Framework Directive (WFD) is a 
wide-ranging piece of European legislation that 
has become part of UK law. It aims to improve all 
water bodies in Europe in respect of their water 
chemistry, wildlife and morphology by setting 
measurable objectives. Great steps have been 
made over recent decades to improve water 
quality in the South Essex Catchment area, and 
now the WFD aims to raise the 
standard even higher. 
 
There is currently variation across the catchment as to how 
many WFD objectives are being met, but in all areas there is 
significant potential for improvement. Parts of the South Essex 
Catchment currently falls below the required standards. A 
range of factors are contributing to this, the most significant 
for the catchment being high phosphate levels, low water 
flows, sediment levels and man-made alterations to river 
corridors such as weirs.

The catchment-scale approach to tackling these issues is vital 
to improving the overall condition of the rivers and tributaries 
within the South Essex Catchment and in producing focussed 
plans such as this South Essex Catchment Plan (SECaP).

The South Essex Catchment Partnership (SECP) is working 
at both a catchment and local scale, seeking to liaise with 
landowners to reduce pollution, and encourage works directly 
within the river corridor to improve its habitats. The SECP is 
chaired by the Thames Chase Trust and current membership 
includes:

 > Anglian Water

 > Environment Agency

 > Essex & Suffolk Water (Northumbrian  
Water Ltd)

 > Essex Wildlife Trust

 > Friends of Davy Down

 > Local Community Volunteers

 > Royal Society for the Protection of Birds

 > Thames Chase Trust (Chair)

 > The Land Trust

 > Thurrock Council

This Catchment Plan sets out the required actions which will 
seek to improve the physical functioning and condition of the 
rivers and tributaries within the South Essex Catchment, thus 
benefitting both wildlife and people. 
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Foreword
Since its inception in 2012, the South Essex Catchment 
Partnership has been chaired by the Thames Chase Trust. As 
Catchment Host, we have welcomed this unique opportunity 
to bring local people together to work through a Catchment 
Based Approach (CaBA) to improve the rivers in the South 
Essex Catchment and bring direct on-the-ground benefit to 
people and wildlife. The European Water Framework Directive 
(WFD) is our driver. 

The WFD became part of UK law in 2003 and it gives the 
Environment Agency an opportunity to plan and deliver a 
better water environment, focussing on ecology. The WFD will 
help to protect and enhance the quality of surface freshwater 
(including lakes, streams and rivers); groundwaters; 
groundwater dependant ecosystems; estuaries; and coastal 
waters out to one mile from low-water.

The Thames Chase Trust is the body responsible for the 
development and creation of the Thames Chase Community 
Forest. The 40 square miles of Community Forest on the edge 
of east London and south-west Essex is a unique mix of vital 
habitats on the doorstep of local people and an essential 
haven for wildlife. Aquatic ecosystems are essential to the 
sustainability of this landscape.

The Thames Chase Trust has extensive experience of bringing 
people together to improve their local environment and to 
become actively involved in the creation and enhancement 
of the Community Forest. We continue to bring this vital 

experience to the Catchment Host role for the South 
Essex Catchment and to Chair the South Essex Catchment 
Partnership.

The South Essex Catchment Partnership has considered the 
available information on this catchment and consulted on 
this with local stakeholders to create this Catchment Plan. 
The Plan is a live document and will continue to evolve as the 
catchment is improved over time.

The Thames Chase Trust recognises that there are challenges 
ahead, particularly with available funding to sustain 
and develop the Catchment Partnership and to take this 
Catchment Plan from document form to realising practical 
and sustainable change on the ground.

To realise the aspirations of this Catchment Plan we must 
continue to build on our partnership approach. In time, 
this will make a lasting and positive difference to the rivers 
and their associated landscapes within the South Essex 
Catchment and contribute to the legacy of the Thames Chase 
Community Forest. 

Chair
Thames Chase Trust



2

Introduction
The South Essex Catchment Partnership
The South Essex Catchment Partnership is a focussed group 
of local stakeholders who are working together through a 
Catchment Based Approach (CaBA) to improve the rivers in 
the South Essex Catchment and bring direct on-the-ground 
benefit to people and wildlife. 

The South Essex Catchment Partnership has been meeting 
quarterly since 2012, discussing and planning ways in which it 
can progress its work. The Partnership is able to drive forward 
its work programme because of vital funding received through 
the Environment Agency’s Catchment Partnership Fund. 
Ongoing work includes direct engagement with key local 
groups and individuals; the creation of a Catchment Plan and 
Vision Summary; and the submission of bids for funding which 
will seek to unlock much needed resources to deliver practical 
improvements on the ground. 

The current members of the South Essex 
Catchment Partnership are:

Anglian Water 
Essex & Suffolk Water (Northumbrian Water Ltd)
Essex Wildlife Trust
Environment Agency
Friends of Davy Down
Local Volunteers 
RSPB
Thames Chase Trust - Chair of the SECP
The Land Trust 
Thurrock Council

The South Essex Catchment Plan (SECaP)
The South Essex Catchment Partnership has considered the 
available information on this catchment and consulted on this 
with local stakeholders to create this Plan. This Plan alone will 
not deliver results on the ground; it will require investment by 
people to bring about positive change.

The Plan and its separate appendix are live documents and 
will continue to evolve as the catchment is improved over 
time. The appendix will be reviewed annually and the Plan in 
2018.

The Water Framework Directive (WFD) 
and the SECaP
The European WFD became part of UK law in 2003. It gives 
the Environment Agency (EA) an opportunity to plan and 
deliver a better water environment, focussing on ecology.

The WFD will help protect and enhance the 
quality of:

 > Surface freshwater (including lakes, streams and rivers)
 > Groundwaters
 > Groundwater dependant ecosystems
 > Estuaries
 > Coastal waters out to one mile from low-water

How the WFD will happen
The country has been divided up into River Basin Districts, 
which are then subdivided into Catchments. The South Essex 
Catchment falls within the Thames River Basin District. WFD 
requires a management plan to be drawn up for each River 
Basin District and this plan needs to be reviewed and updated 
every six years. River Basin Management Plans were first 
published in 2009 and are currently being updated. 

Working through the River Basin Management Plans, the 
WFD requires that watercourses (including rivers, lakes, 
groundwaters, estuaries and coastal waters) are managed 
sustainably. Good status for each type of water body 
is defined by a set of biological, chemical and physical 
standards.

Identifying pressures and risks
As part of the River Basin characterisation process, the EA 
have assessed the pressures on water bodies, and the risk of 
failing to achieve the objectives of the WFD by 2015.

The EA has looked at 5 different categories of 
potential pressures:

 > Alien species
 > Diffuse sources of pollution
 > Point sources of pollution
 > Water abstraction and flow regulation
 > Physical or man-made alteration to the water body

The South Essex Catchment Plan focusses on identifying 
the issues and problems within the catchment and 
then identifying how these can be addressed and 
improved through a Catchment Based Approach (CaBA).
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Shared Vision for 
the South Essex 
Catchment by 2027

 > The South Essex Catchment is one which 
meets the objectives of the WFD and 
achieves Good Ecological Status.

 > The South Essex Catchment provides 
naturally functioning ecosystems and 
a haven for visitors, local people and 
wildlife.

 > Communities across the Catchment 
recognise the value of water and 
appreciate the importance of the rivers 
and their associated habitats.

 > People visit the South Essex Catchment 
as a prime destination for recreation and 
leisure.

 > As a result of an effective Catchment 
Based Approach to the South Essex 
Catchment all component parts of the 
Catchment are working harmoniously i.e. 
Communities, Farmers, Land Managers, 
and Businesses.

 > The South Essex Catchment is recognised 
as an exemplar and the clear CaBA 
improvements achieved since 2012 are 
evident on the ground.

The South Essex Catchment Partnership 
recognises the importance of our Rivers 
and Water. This resource is so important 
for recreation, wildlife, health, drinking, 
growing crops, industry, and waste water 
management. Collectively, we can better 
manage this resource by giving careful 
consideration to the amount of water we 
use. The South Essex Catchment Partnership 
recognises that this needs to be managed 
sustainably so that this vital resource can be 
passed on in the best possible condition to 
future generations. 

Goals

To meet the Shared Vision for the South 
Essex Catchment, our goals are to improve: 

Water management
To improve the way in which water is 
captured and managed; and to reduce 
nutrients in our watercourses.

Land management
To work with land managers to reduce run-
off, improve habitats, and the way in which 
people can access their rivers and associated 
green spaces.

River and floodplain management
To manage flood risk and sustainable 
drainage; improve connectivity, manage 
Invasive Non Native Species (INNS), and 
improve habitats.

Recreation and raising awareness
To improve opportunities for recreation 
across the catchment and in turn raise 
awareness of a more sustainable use of this 
resource.

Investment in the South Essex 
Catchment
To work with land managers; businesses and 
funding bodies to create inward investment 
opportunities for the South Essex Catchment.
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About the South Essex Catchment
The South Essex Rivers catchment is relatively flat and low 
lying, covering an area of 226 km2. The catchment includes 
the Mardyke Valley to the west, and a number of small 
tributaries of the Thames Estuary to the east. 

The area is mostly rural although there are significant 
urban areas along the Thames Estuary at Purfleet, Grays, 
Tilbury, Stanford-le-Hope and Pitsea. Agriculture forms 
the predominant land use within the catchment, although 
the area also supports a substantial industrial base. The 
nationally important London Gateway Port development is 
also situated within the catchment.

There are some small water-dependant Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSIs) in the Mardyke Valley, at Grays Chalk 
Pit and West Thurrock Lagoon and Marshes. The coastal 
strip to the East of the catchment also hosts a number of 
internationally important habitat sites. These include the 
Thames Estuary & Marshes Special Protection Area and 
RAMSAR site, and a number of grazing marsh SSSIs. The 
catchment also lies within the Greater Thames Marshes 
Nature Improvement Area.

The small rivers within the catchment respond quickly to 
rainfall, but have low baseflows. The combination of gentle 
gradients and low baseflows result in sluggish flows for much 

of the time. Furthermore, the flow from the Mardyke to the 
Thames is controlled by a sluice located at the confluence 
of the two rivers, and the Mardyke becomes tide locked 
for several hours each tidal cycle. This exacerbates the low 
flow conditions, and can result in low dissolved oxygen 
concentrations during the summer months.

The rivers within the catchment have historically been 
managed to improve land drainage and flood protection, and 
there are a number of abstractions along the Mardyke. This 
has changed the physical nature of the river channels and 
altered the natural flow regime, leading to a reduction in the 
diversity of habitats. The presence of Invasive Non Native 
Species is also having an impact on biodiversity within the 
catchment. Despite these pressures, fish and eel populations 
in the catchment are good, but more could be done to 
improve biodiversity of the smaller animals and plant life 
within the river, upon which the fish depend.

A number of partnership projects are underway to improve 
the quality of rivers within the South Essex Rivers Catchment. 
The Essex Wildlife Trust has conducted Walkover Surveys 
within the catchment, in partnership with the Environment 
Agency, to identify improvements that can be made to the 
rivers to address some of the physical modifications that have 
been made in the past. 
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Map 1. Location of the South Essex Catchment
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Plan 1. Mardyke Catchment Overall Water Framework Directive  
  Status / Potential 2009

Plan 2. Mardyke Protected Areas and Freshwater Fish Directive Stretches
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Map 2. Elevation Map 3. Geology

Map 4. Soils
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What are the issues?
Summary of current catchment issues
Nutrient enrichment and pollution from waste water and rural 
areas are key challenges within this catchment. Agricultural 
practices and surface water run-off from urban areas are 
known to be contributing to high levels of phosphate in the 
watercourses, as are discharges from large municipal sewage 
treatment works. The Environment Agency is working closely 
with water companies, OFWAT and Industry to identify where 
investment can be made to improve sewage collection and 
treatment facilities.

Parts of the South Essex Catchment is currently failing to 
meet its legal objective of good ecological status or potential 
under the Water Framework Directive (WFD) with three zones 
recorded as Poor Status Overall; a further three as Moderate 
Status Overall; a further three as Moderate Potential Overall; 
and only one zone as Good Potential Overall. The failures are 
largely due to high levels of phosphate, low flows resulting 
in low dissolved oxygen concentrations during the summer 
months, sediment and man-made alterations to hydrology 
and channel morphology. 

Wastewater from the large urban centres / population in the 
catchment are contributing to nutrient enrichment within 
the catchment, but the Environment Agency are pleased 
to be working with partners including the local sewerage 
undertaker to improve sewage collection and treatment 
facilities to address the issues. 

 > Failing for diatoms, macrophytes, phosphate and 
dissolved oxygen 

 > Ammonia deterioration to Moderate in 2010

 > Phosphate and dissolved oxygen investigations 
confirmed failures

 > Check data to validate ammonia deterioration

 > Biological elements fish and invertebrates are not failing 
WFD and therefore not affected by failing dissolved 
oxygen standards

 > Investigate impact of summer and autumn low flows on 
dissolved oxygen levels (e.g. contribution of effluents, 
sluice operation regimes).

 > Investigate phosphate failures further.

How are the issues being tackled?
Across the South Essex Catchment there are a diverse range 
of organisations working, within their own remit, but in turn 
bringing improvement and opportunity for change to the 
catchment. Some of these organisations are listed at the end 
of this Plan. The South Essex Catchment Partnership seeks to 
coordinate a joined-up Catchment Based Approach (CaBA) to 
this, maximising resources and eventual benefits. 
 
River Basin Management Plan
The Thames River Basin Management Plan published by 
the Environment Agency outlines work that a range of 
organisations will undertake within the region, including the 
South Essex Catchment, to comply with the Water Framework 
Directive, based on current status and reasons for failures.

A draft plan for the period 2015-2021 was published in 
October 2014. ‘Challenges and Choices’ provides a summary 
of issues, based on Environment Agency monitoring, and 
possible actions.
 
Water Company Business Plans
Anglian Water’s Business Plan 2015-2020 includes actions it 
will take to maintain and improve its services i.e. provision of 
drinking water supply and public sewerage.

Essex & Suffolk Water is owned by Northumbrian Water 
and its Business Plan 2015-2020 contains the actions 
it will take to maintain and improve their service. Visit: 
nwplanningforthefuture.co.uk.
 
Thames Chase Plan
The Thames Chase Plan is the overarching strategic document 
guiding the development of the 40 square miles of the 
Thames Chase Community Forest to the east of London and 
on the edge of south-west Essex. The Thames Chase Trust 
is Chair of the South Essex Catchment Partnership and the 
responsible body overseeing the creation and development of 
the Community Forest. 
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The South Essex Catchment Partnership
The South Essex Catchment Partnership’s approach to tackling 
the issues is through direct delivery against our 5 goals. 
Through consultation with catchment stakeholders, a series 
of actions have been identified to improve the catchment. Our 
Plan focusses on quick-win and medium-term deliverables 
rather than long-term or aspirational items. This is a live Plan 
and as such, the long-term and aspirational schemes can be 
considered at each review and included / excluded as required 
at the time of that review. An annual programme of projects 
can be found in Appendix 1.

1. Water management
To improve the way in which water is captured 
and managed; and to reduce nutrients in our 
watercourses.

It will be essential to work in close partnership with the water 
companies to achieve this goal. The way in which sewage is 
treated and phosphorous is removed is a vital component to 
any future success. It is recognised that this brings water quality 
benefits but treatment can be expensive and requires intensive 
energy input which can result in higher carbon emissions.

A UK Water Industry Research (UKWIR) project is exploring 
the costs and benefits of different approaches for 
phosphorous reduction in watercourses including land 
management options. Reedbeds and wetlands could provide 
a cost-effective and sustainable solution whilst enhancing the 
landscape and providing valuable habitats for wildlife.

Misconnections can have a notable adverse effect on 
water quality and the Environment Agency and the Water 
Companies have the opportunity to work through the 
Catchment Partnership mechanism to address this problem.

There will be a need to monitor and manage water 
abstraction and drought; water efficiency and leakage; water 
capture; and water levels. Supporting documents and plans to 
consider under this section include:

 > Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy

 > Restoring Sustainable Abstraction Programme

 > Water Resource Management Plan

 > Water Drought Plan

 > Water Level Management Plans

 > Waterwise website: www.waterwise.org.uk

South Essex Catchment Partnership Actions

 > Work with utility companies to improve sewage 
collection and treatment facilities, including phosphate 
stripping on sewage treatment sites.

 > Communicate with Mardyke Valley Golf Club so that the 
impact of fertiliser and herbicide use on the golf course 
is monitored and managed. This could be an opportunity 
to create a small-scale SuDS pollutant filter scheme.

 > Introduce SuDS e.g. to reduce the impact that the 
sewage outlet just down from Davy Down has on the 
channel; to reduce the impact of agricultural activities 
to the north; to provide biodiversity offsetting (planning 
obligations); and to reduce urban run-off.

 > Deliver an awareness raising campaign around 
misconnections, washing products, waste disposal and 
septic tanks.

 > Link to the Yellow Fish campaign and Anglian Water’s 
“What you put down your toilet” campaign. 

 > Link with the Essex Rivers Hub website.
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2. Land management
To work with Land Managers to reduce run-off, 
improve habitats, and the way in which people can 
access their rivers and associated green spaces.

It will be essential to work in partnership with land managers 
and farmers to achieve this goal. Farmers in particular 
are required to comply with the Good Agricultural and 
Environmental Condition (GAEC) standards in addition 
to European and UK legislation. Baseline requirements 
under ‘cross compliance’ require farmers to safeguard soil 
and water, habitats and wildlife, and landscape features. 
Compliance is regulated by the Rural Payments Agency and 
the Environment Agency.

Environmental Stewardship provides environmental payments 
to landowners to preserve or improve landscape, wildlife and 
access. There are a number of options available to farmers to 
receive advice and guidance including via existing members 
of the South Essex Catchment Partnership; Catchment 
Sensitive Farming Advisers (due to cease in its current form in 
2015); Campaign for the Farmed Environment (CFE); and the 
joint partnership between the Rivers Trust and CSF (PINPOINT) 
which provides training to farm advisers on working with 
farmers to reduce pollution from agriculture.

With regard to the new Rural Development Programme for 
2015-2020, a new Countryside Stewardship Scheme (CSS)
has been developed, with targeting an overarching theme. 
It is proposed that measures for protection of soil and water 
will be included and there may be capital payments for 
equipment for sustainable drainage.

Groundwater Source Protection Zones (SPZs) have been 
defined around sources used for public drinking water supply. 
Pollution prevention measures are set up within the zones and 
activities of potential polluters are monitored. 

Drinking Water Protected Areas (DrWPAs) are waterbodies 
where large quantities of raw water are abstracted for human 
consumption. 

South Essex Catchment Partnership Actions

 > Work with landowners to improve area on south bank of 
the Mardyke, which includes an area of scrub, woodland, 
and an amenity grassland area. Improvement could 
include the establishment of wet woodland or changing 
the mowing regime or introducing buffer strips.

 > Engage with landowners about ditch management and 
field drainage.

 > Work with landowners to provide Catchment Sensitive 
Farming Advice.

 > Establish a grazing agreement for the floodplain within 
the Valley and then commence a programme of tree and 
hedge planting along the channel. 

 > Link with the Essex Rivers Hub website

3. River and floodplain management
To manage flood risk and sustainable drainage; 
improve connectivity, manage Invasive Non Native 
Species (INNS), and improve habitats.

The South Essex Catchment provides opportunities for 
creating and improving defence against floods and mitigating 
the impacts of climate change. This will bring benefit and 
protection to properties, infrastructure, farmland and wildlife 
habitat. 

Surface Water Management Plans (SWMPs) are designed to 
reduce flood risk and conserve water. Essex County Council 
is the Lead Local Flood Authority and is responsible for 
compiling the SWMP. Sustainable Drainage Schemes (SuDS) 
have a key role to play in addressing run-off and sediment, 
particularly along highways and in urban areas.

Managing flood risk from main rivers and the sea is the 
responsibility of the Environment Agency. The South Essex 
Catchment has a role to play in terms of the risk of flooding 
from the nearby tidal Thames. The Mardyke Valley itself 
provides an immediate natural solution with its effective 
floodplain grasslands.

Projects which re-meander and reconnect with the floodplain 
(where there is no flood risk to property) are very effective 
measures to consider. There is also scope to assess and 
remove or bypass fish barriers. Gravel riffles can maintain 
water levels whilst providing valuable habitat for invertebrates 
and spawning fish and also incorporate provision for canoe 
access. Eel Management Plans need to be adhered to under 
the Eel Regulations.

It is possible that river habitat improvement projects could be 
funded through the new CSS. Funding may also be available 
through the Environment Agency flood risk management and 
Water Framework Directive budgets.

In-channel restoration and maintenance and bankside 
vegetation management are important to the improvement 
of the rivers in the South Essex Catchment.  Natural 
England and the Association of Drainage Authorities have 
published The Drainage Channel Biodiversity Manual 
(NE121) for integrating wildlife, land drainage and flood risk 
management.

There is a need to prevent, control and eradicate invasive, 
alien species. Invasive Non Native Species (INNS) are an 
increasing problem in the South Essex Catchment and there 
is scope to work in partnership to monitor, collate data and 
manage this problem.  
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South Essex Catchment Partnership Actions

 > Remove rubbish from the channel and involve the 
community in monitoring, reporting and working to 
reduce this problem.

 > Introduce meanders and reprofile other areas of the 
channel to create a range of riparian habitats.

 > Identify locations for SuDS e.g. reedbeds, rain gardens 
along highway verges, and lakes such as those at 
Grangewaters, Lakeside or the nearby M25 services to 
act as flood storage. In-channel improvements should 
also be considered e.g. woody debris and flow deflectors.

 > Identify locations for tree and hedgerow planting along the 
channel and for sensitive re-profiling to allow a floodplain 
meadow and associated vegetation to establish, working to 
improve off-channel pools and reedbeds.

 > Create a fish and eel pass or other suitable measure at 
the water gauging station to allow migration. Consider 
findings from the most recent fish survey.

 > Consider a Mink Survey and Trapping Programme and 
survey the catchment for INNS e.g. Giant Hogweed, 
Mitten Crabs, and Mink.  

 > Link with the Essex Rivers Hub website

4. Recreation and raising awareness

To improve opportunities for recreation across the 
Catchment and in turn raise awareness to a more 
sustainable use of this resource.

This goal has much scope for engaging local people in 
the South Essex Catchment, whether that be providing 
opportunities for physical engagement e.g. practical 
conservation projects or surveying and monitoring training or 
by raising awareness through communication planning e.g. 
leaflets and web updates about misconnections and use of 
water as a resource.

The Essex Wildlife Trust run two schemes: Riverwatch and 
Riverfly which seek to engage local people with their local 
rivers. The Trust also delivers work through their ‘Living 
Landscapes’ initiative and this can support the work of the 
South Essex Catchment Partnership.

There is scope to work with the Thames Chase Trust and their 
Conservation Volunteers; the Land Trust; the Friends of Davy 
Down; the Forestry Commission; and local angling groups on 
engagement activities for the Mardyke Valley.

It is important that we consider working with schools, colleges 
and universities to carry out academic and applied research.
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A major component of the recreation and raising awareness 
goal is to improve opportunities for recreation across the 
catchment. We need to consider how our rivers can be 
improved for canoeing, kayaking and angling. We need to 
look at how people currently access their rivers and seek ways 
in which this can be improved with the provision of suitable 
riverside / nearby paths which will allow for walking, cycling 
and horseriding.

Public Rights of Way should be reviewed to assess existing 
connectivity and propose ways in which the network can 
be improved. Local Access Forums and Rights of Way 
Improvement Plans should be considered and consulted. 
Within the new CSS provision of educational access is 
proposed through merging of the previous multiple options. 
Consideration should also be given to the creation of an 
Integrated Access Strategy.

South Essex Catchment Partnership Actions

 > Communicate with the Forestry Commission to consider 
ways in which access can be improved for local people 
between Mardyke Woods and the Mardyke Valley.

 > Work with the Land Trust to educate local people 
about their own impact on the water environment 
e.g. misconnections, water bills, water meters and 
conserving water.

 > Create a riverside path between Davy Down and the A13.

 > Improve links to the RSPB Purfleet which is currently 
land-locked in terms of access up to the Mardyke Valley.

 > Identify a system for volunteers to follow if they need to 
contact someone about the CaBA work. Promote partner 
hubs e.g. The Essex Wildlife Trust’s Essex Rivers Hub 
Website. 

5. Investment in the South Essex Catchment

To work with land managers; businesses and 
funding bodies to create inward investment 
opportunities for the South Essex Catchment.

There is much scope across the South Essex Catchment to 
bid for support funding. The Veolia North Thames Trust can 
consider projects which bring direct benefit to people and 
wildlife e.g. new access routes or improving signage and 
interpretation.

The Catchment Restoration Fund was vital in supporting 
the work of the South Essex Catchment Partnership during 
2013-14 and 2014-15. The partnership has secured funding 
for 2015-16. We must monitor this and seek to secure further 
funds from this scheme to allow the continuation of our 
Partnership.

The Rural Development Programme for England provides 
money for projects to improve agriculture, the environment 
and rural life. Funding goes to schemes to improve businesses 
or promote environmentally friendly ways of managing land. 
Some funding also goes to Local Action Groups (LAGs). These 
are run by volunteers who represent the public, private and 
voluntary sectors in their communities. LAGs are responsible 
for setting strategies for their areas and funding local projects. 
 
South Essex Catchment Partnership Actions

 > If funding becomes available, bid for continuation 
and project delivery funding through the Catchment 
Partnership Action Fund.

 > Submit a bid to the Veolia North Thames Trust for 
funding to deliver projects on the ground.

 > Seek funding to create an Education or Community 
Engagement Officer post to be based at Davy Down to 
work with local communities (including schools and 
youth groups) so that Davy Down and the Mardyke Valley 
become local ‘go-to’ places.

 > Identify the Mardyke Valley as an asset so that planning 
gain is higher up the list. Work with Thurrock Council 
Planners to link the Mardyke Valley as a strategic 
environmental resource. There is a role for the Mardyke 
Valley as a recreational resource and which could benefit 
from Planning Obligation money.

 > Link with the Essex Rivers Hub website.
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Table 1: Summary of South Essex 
Catchment Partnership Actions

Goals South Essex Catchment Partnership Actions

Water 
management
To improve the way in 
which water is captured 
and managed; and to 
reduce nutrients in our 
watercourses.

 > Work with utility companies to improve sewage collection and treatment facilities, 
including phosphate stripping on sewage treatment sites.

 > Communicate with Mardyke Valley Golf Club so that the impact of fertiliser and 
herbicide use on the golf course is monitored and managed. This could be an 
opportunity to create a small-scale SuDS pollutant filter scheme.

 > Introduce SuDS e.g. to reduce the impact that the sewage outlet just down from 
Davy Down has on the channel; to reduce the impact of agricultural activities to the 
north; to provide biodiversity offsetting (planning obligations); and to reduce urban 
run-off.

 > Deliver an awareness raising campaign around misconnections, washing products, 
waste disposal and septic tanks.

 > Link to the Yellow Fish campaign and Anglian Water’s “What you put down your 
toilet” campaign.

 > Link with the Essex Rivers Hub website.

Land 
management
To work with Land 
Managers to reduce run-
off, improve habitats, and 
the way in which people 
can access their rivers and 
associated green spaces.

 > Work with landowners to improve area on south bank of the Mardyke, which 
includes an area of scrub, woodland, and an amenity grassland area. Improvement 
could include the establishment of wet woodland or changing the mowing regime 
or introducing buffer strips.

 > Engage with landowners about ditch management and field drainage.

 > Work with landowners to provide Catchment Sensitive Farming Advice.

 > Establish a grazing agreement for the floodplain within the Valley and then 
commence a programme of tree and hedge planting along the channel. 

 > Link with the Essex Rivers Hub website.

River and 
floodplain 
management
To manage flood risk and 
sustainable drainage; 
improve connectivity, 
manage Invasive Non 
Native Species (INNS), and 
improve habitats.

 > Remove rubbish from the channel and involve the community in monitoring, 
reporting and working to reduce this problem.

 > Introduce meanders and reprofile other areas of the channel to create a range of 
riparian habitats.

 > Identify locations for SuDS e.g. reedbeds, rain gardens along highway verges, and 
lakes such as those at Grangewaters, Lakeside or the nearby M25 services to act 
as flood storage. In-channel improvements should also be considered e.g. woody 
debris and flow deflectors.

 > Identify locations for tree and hedgerow planting along the channel and for 
sensitive re-profiling to allow a floodplain meadow and associated vegetation to 
establish, working to improve off-channel pools and reedbeds.

 > Create a fish and eel pass or other suitable measure at the water gauging station to 
allow migration. Consider findings from the most recent fish survey.

 > Consider a Mink Survey and Trapping Programme and survey the catchment for 
INNS e.g. Giant Hogweed, Mitten Crabs, and Mink.  

 > Link with the Essex Rivers Hub website.
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Recreation and 
raising awareness
To improve opportunities 
for recreation across the 
Catchment and in turn 
raise awareness to a more 
sustainable use of this 
resource.

 > Communicate with the Forestry Commission to consider ways in which access can 
be improved for local people between Mardyke Woods and the Mardyke Valley

 > Work with the Land Trust to educate local people about their own impact on the 
water environment e.g. misconnections, water bills, water meters and conserving 
water.

 > Create a riverside path between Davy Down and the A13.

 > Improve links to the RSPB Purfleet which is currently land-locked in terms of access 
up to the Mardyke Valley.

 > Identify a system for volunteers to follow if they need to contact someone about 
the CaBA work. Promote partner hubs e.g. The Essex Wildlife Trust’s Essex Rivers 
Hub Website.

Investment in 
the South Essex 
Catchment
To work with land 
managers; businesses 
and funding bodies to 
create inward investment 
opportunities for the 
South Essex Catchment.

 > If funding becomes available, bid for continuation and project delivery funding 
through the Catchment Partnership Action Fund.

 > Submit a bid to the Veolia North Thames Trust for funding to deliver projects on the 
ground.

 > Seek funding to create an Education or Community Engagement Officer post to be 
based at Davy Down to work with local communities (including schools) so that 
Davy Down and the Mardyke Valley become local ‘go-to’ places.

 > Identify the Mardyke Valley as an asset so that planning gain is higher up the 
list. Work with Thurrock Council Planners to link the Mardyke Valley as a strategic 
environmental resource. There is a role for the Mardyke Valley as a recreational 
resource and which could benefit from Planning Obligation money.

 > Link with the Essex Rivers Hub website.
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Partnership Coordination
The South Essex Catchment Partnership 
will coordinate these actions with partner 
organisations involved in delivery. Support 
from any local organisation, group, business or 
individual is actively encouraged.

What will statutory organisations do?
Anglian Water
Provision of water supply to much of the catchment and 
sewerage services throughout the catchment to legal 
standards.

Environment Agency
Protection and enhancement of the water environment to 
European legal standards including river works, pollution 
prevention and water resource regulation, and managing 
flood risk from rivers and the sea.

Essex County Council
Management of Essex surface water flood risk, biodiversity, 
county farms, coast and trails. 

Essex & Suffolk Water
Provision of water supply to legal standards in parts of the 
catchment.

Forestry Commission
Britain’s largest land manager with direct responsibility for 
a suite of Community Woodlands within the South Essex 
Catchment and Thames Chase Community Forest.

Natural England
Protection of the Environment (Habitats Directive) including 
planning and development advice, managing Environmental 
Stewardship agreements, and notifying, assessing and 
protecting designated areas.

Thurrock Council
Landowner and land manager within the catchment with 
links to developments and planning. 

What will charitable and member 
organisations do?
Campaign for the Farmed Environment
Encouraging farmers to protect and enhance the 
environment.

Country Land and Business Association
Defending interests of owners of land, property and 
businesses in rural areas.

Essex Wildlife Trust
Protection and enhancement of Essex wildlife and wild places 
including reserves, and public education.

FWAG east
Provision of independent environmental and conservation 
advice to farmers and landowners in Essex.

Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust
Game and wildlife management research including advice 
and lobbying.

National Farmers’ Union
Championing farming and provision of professional 
representation.

RSPB
Conservation of wild birds and their habitats, managing 
reserves, education, advice and lobbying.

Thames Chase Trust
Creation and development of the Thames Chase Community 
Forest (40 square miles) on the edge of east London and 
south-west Essex. 

The Land Trust
Responsible for the development of the Davy Down Riverside 
Park within the Mardyke Valley including events and education 
activities.

The Rivers Trust
Promotion of sustainable, holistic, and integrated catchment 
management through engagement.



What can you do?
There are many ways in which you can make a 
difference to your catchment. You can link with, 
support and contribute to the work of the South 
Essex Catchment Partnership.

If you are a member of the local community, you can contact 
the Essex Wildlife Trust and join their local Volunteer Wardens 
Scheme or the RiverFly Scheme. You can visit the Essex Rivers 
Hub website www.essexrivershub.org.uk.

You can visit www.savewatersavemoney.co.uk and 
www.rhs.org.uk/science.

If you are a local business you can look at ways in which you 
can save water and save money or receive grants by visiting 
www.carbontrust.org.uk.

If you are a farm business you can contact your local 
Catchment Sensitive Farming Officer and Campaign for the 
Farmed Environment Coordinator for advice on how to protect 
soil and water resources, improve wildlife and save money.

Visit www.farmingfutures.org.uk for suggested actions to 
achieve business and environmental benefits in relation to 
climate change. Visit www.leafuk.org for six simple steps for 
managing water quality and use on your land.

Would you like to 
know more?
If you feel you can contribute to the 
Partnership or would like further information 
please contact:

 > enquiries@thameschase.co.uk
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Kingfisher on Perch - River Mardyke (Photo by Dave Cornwell, Local Volunteer)


