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Another Milestone for the

Community Forest
 
30 years! The 1990 vision outlined by the
then Countryside Commission and
Forestry Commission seemed almost
incredible all those years ago – to plant 5
million trees along the border of East
London and South Essex by creating a
Community Forest. We are not there yet,
but by working with a range of partners
we are well on the way to ‘Transform
landscapes, transform lives’ for our local
communities. With almost 2 million trees
planted and 48 woodlands restored or
created, local people and visitors have
easy access to the countryside and the
benefits to daily life that it has to offer.
 
As one of the 12 Community Forests set
up close to large urban conurbations
cross England, Thames Chase is the first
to reach the 30 year milestone. The
changes to the landscape through the 40
square miles of the Forest and beyond
have brought to the fore the importance
of ‘green growth’ to our lives and the
importance of time spent outdoor to a
healthy lifestyle. 
 
The enjoyment of living close to the
natural environment, its seasons and
wildlife is endless. The many projects
undertaken by our partners have created
this gem that has also been called ‘the
lungs of east London’.

 

 

 

Planting trees and creating green spaces
has never been more important and the
vision continues, but so do the challenges.
 
Creation of the new Lower Thames
Crossing route is a significant threat to the
Forest landscape and will need the co-
operation and co-ordination of all local
environmental organisations and charities
to work together to protect the
improvements that have been achieved
through the past 30 years.  The Community
Forest mission goes on – the vision is the
same - ‘Transforming landscapes,
transforming lives’.
 

Coronavirus:  Covid - 19
 
We are living through an unchartered time
when we all need to look to each other and
take responsibility for the future of our
communities, not least to appreciate the
legacies left by past generations and the
Community Forest is a fine example of
working together for the benefit of all.
Sadly it has become necessary during this
time to close the visitor centres and vehicle
access to some of the green spaces within
the Forest. Whilst we are still encouraged
to take exercise, the Forest can offer most
residents access to an open space on foot
whilst still observing the guideline set out
by our medical experts. The Forest is for the
long term and by working together and
supporting one another it will flourish
again.
 
 

Another milestone for the Community ForestTrust news



To protect, improve and expand the woodland
character of the Community Forest
To sustain the natural integrity of the
Community Forest’s air, land and water
including wildlife
To develop a connected network of links and
accessible, vibrant green spaces throughout
the Community Forest
To integrate climate change adaptation and
mitigation responses into the developing
Community Forest
To use the Community Forest to improve local
health and well-being, volunteering, learning
and employment

The refreshed vision for Thames Chase
Community Forest is simple:
 
"By 2030, Thames Chase Community Forest will
be recognised as an inspirational example of
landscape regeneration where enhanced,
connected woodland and green space has made
a clear difference to wildlife and peoples’ lives.”
 
In order to achieve this vision, delivery will be
shaped by the following objectives:
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To enable effective partnership working from
national to local level to maximise impact of
available resources
 
 
 

 

 
The Forestry Commission are one of the two
originators of the Community Forest idea and having
acquired land in the area over a 15-year period, they
now support their Thames Chase estate by
employing a dedicated Forester and a Ranger as
part of the delivery team.
 
Thames Chase Trust works closely with its five local
authority partners who also have a pivotal role as
landowners and they are responsible for much of the
existing woodland and recreational areas within
Thames Chase. We very much appreciate the
continued support of Essex County Council, London
Borough of Havering, London Borough of Barking
and Dagenham, Thurrock Council, and Brentwood
Borough Council.
 
Thames Chase Trust also works with many NGO’s
(Non-Government Organisations) including: The
Woodland Trust, Essex Wildlife Trust, London Wildlife
Trust, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds,
Thames21, Thames Estuary Partnership and The Land
Trust.
 
Thames Chase is not just about the ‘big players’. It is
an inclusive concept that seeks to connect the top-
down strategic direction needed to deliver the 40-
year vision with the bottom-up dynamism that
comes with volunteering, business activity and civic
engagement. Such groups include: Community
‘Friends-of’ groups, heritage groups, horse riding
groups, cycling groups, walking groups, health
groups, carer and supported living organisations,
local businesses, and restoration companies.

 

Achieving the objectives of the
Thames Chase Community
Forest project depends upon
the active support of a wide
range of organisations. It is a
partnership of national and
statutory agencies, local
government, voluntary bodies
and the private sector.

Into the future

 

 

Working together brings results – the

Thames Chase Plan

INTRODUCTION



 

Forestry
Landscape Regeneration
Access
People
Promotion

In addition, the Thames Chase Plan sets out five
Forest-wide programmes of delivery that are in
alignment with the core aims of the National
Planning Policy Framework:

 
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

 
The purpose of the five programmes is to highlight
high-level Forest-wide priorities. They are
deliberately not prescriptive, allowing for a more
pragmatic approach to delivery over the life of the
current Thames Chase Plan. There are also 75
discrete projects within the Thames Chase Plan that
locally support the five programmes. These are
divided between Forest-wide projects and a series of
Local-Area schemes that cover our five local
authority partner geographical areas:
 
Area 1 Lower Beam Valley (London Borough of
Barking and Dagenham and London Borough of
Havering)
 
Area 2 Ingrebourne Valley and Quarry Landscapes
(London Borough of Havering, Thurrock Council and
Essex County Council)
 
Area 3 Mardyke Valley and Aveley Forest (London
Borough of Havering, Thurrock Council and Essex
County Council)
 
Area 4 Thorndon and Warley Woods (London
Borough of Havering, Brentwood Borough Council
and Essex County Council)
 
Area 5 Havering and Essex Fringe (London Borough
of Havering, Brentwood Borough Council, Essex
County Council, and Thurrock Council) 

 

Forest Centre Hub
Thames Chase Mosaic
Land of the Fanns Landscape Partnership
River Corridor Links
Landfill and Quarry Remediation
East-West Links
Brentwood woodlands
Brentwood pastures
Ingrebourne Improvement – Education and
Engagement
Dagenham Corridor and Beam Valley
Aveley Park
South Ockendon integration
Mardyke Valley Country Park

In addition, there are 13 Strategic Opportunities
which seek to deliver strategically significant
improvements. These are:
 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
 
The Thames Chase Plan contains more detail on
the information provided in this article:
www.thameschase.org.uk.
 



At a global level each tree planted helps the whole planet. Global
warming is not simply an apocalyptic concept, but a real and
imminent threat. As deforestation continues in many parts of the
world and as the population continues to grow   and produce
increasing quantities of harmful greenhouse gases, disturbance
to the earth’s climate becomes more and more likely. Trees
absorb and lock away greenhouse gases throughout their lives,
so planting trees is a step towards a cleaner and brighter future.

 Why plant trees?

The woodlands of tomorrow need nurturing and managing today. At the Forest Centre, the tree nursery
is receiving much needed investment. The tree nursery is undergoing a change with funding from
Thames Chase Trust, the Land of the Fanns Landscape Partnership Scheme, Greater London Authority:
Greener City Fund and Heritage Lottery Fund. The footpaths around the raised beds are being restored
and made suitable for different abilities and new raised beds are being added. These will collectively
increase the stock capacity of the Community Tree Nursery, whilst also improving accessibility  for all
users, reducing the required upkeep for volunteers and enhancing the general aesthetic of the nursery.
The new Tree Nursery and Engagement Officer Alex Hewitt, will lead this important project.
Alex, from Coggeshall, has a background in environmental work having come to Thames Chase from
the Dedham Vale Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty after gaining a Masters degree in Zoology at the
University of Southampton. His role will involve planning future developments for the tree nursery,
ensuring the space and facilities are fully utilised and sensitively enhanced.

 

The Community Tree Nursery is now seeking new volunteers to
give some time to its continued development and regeneration.
With a dedicated group, the nursery will shortly be restored to its
role within the Community Forest, providing education for the
communities that live here and saplings for the environmental
projects that take place. Engagement and learning are a key part
of the nursery, and truly a renewed focus for the team at Thames
Chase Forest Centre, with youth groups, birthday parties and
school groups all accepted and welcome to come and see for
themselves what the nursery can achieve. Already the yearly
collection of black poplar cuttings has taken place, with stock for
this rarest of native timber trees reaching its highest in months.
This is in part due to two collection sites; Eastbrookend Country
Park has provided ample cuttings as it does every year, and we
have also been successful in obtaining some from the Dedham
Vale Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, contributing towards a
greater genetic diversity of the individuals we are growing.

From seed to forest

PROJECT NEWS



Thames Chase has joined the 11  other Community Forests to deliver a
special initiative from England’s Community Forests to help a whole
new generation to create an educational and environmental legacy.
Thames Chase Conservation and Education Volunteers and Staff have
teamed up with school children throughout the Community Forest
area to plant trees either in their school grounds or local green space. 
Thames Chase has been involved in delivering  the Trees for Learning
Scheme for 3 consecutive years and in that time has worked with 28
primary schools, and with the help of more than 1200 children,
together planted over 4000 trees. 
Staff and volunteers have provided site visits to discuss planting
locations and species, supported schools with planting and ensured
plans are in place for long-term management of the trees and woods,
meaning these new green spaces will be part of the landscape for
decades to come. 
Each planting day is followed up with an outreach visit to the schools,
to teach children all about their new environment, giving them scope
to learn how trees link with other important issues such as
ecosystems, climate change, health and wellbeing.   Schools are also
provided with a tool kit related to the national curriculum, full of
practical and creative ways to help schools use the natural world to
help their pupils to learn.
Our target for the 2019/20 tree planting season was to work with 12
schools and plant 1200 trees.  With the support of schools, the children
and our fantastic team of volunteers we have planted 1700 trees!  Well
done to everyone involved.

This winter the Thames Chase conservation volunteers have supported two major projects in the
Community Forest – hedgerow restoration at Eastbrookend Country Park and Trees for Learning, a
schools based project funded through the Community Forest partnership by the Department of
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) to plant 1 million trees across England.

Recent projects

Eastbrookend Country Park – Hedgelaying
 
By the end of March our Conservation Volunteers will have delivered over 15
days of hedgelaying at Eastbrookend Country Park in Dagenham in
partnership with Barking and Dagenham Council, funded by the Greater
London Authority ‘Greener City Fund. This ancient practice is the bending and
partial cutting (pleaching) through the stems of a line of shrubs of trees near
ground level and arching the stems without breaking them, so they can grow
horizontally and be intertwined.  The purpose was originally to contain
livestock but now it is done to maintain important habitat, promote traditional
skills and because of the pleasing visual effect of a laid hedge. This year the
speed of laying has averaged 30 metres of hedge per day and several teams of
volunteers are involved in different stages of the process.  Where needed
young trees have been planted to fill any gaps in the hedge.  Thames Chase
Conservation Volunteers are set to return next winter to complete more work
on hedge and plant standard oak trees along its 600 metre length
 

PROJECT  NEWS



Interpretation Project
 
This exciting project, funded by the Post Code Lottery and Veolia Landfill Trust, has now moved from
the planning stage into production and will provide interpretation of our heritage buildings and
farming history to include a 2d image of our resident farmer labourer (Bert), interpretation boards
around the site telling the history of Broadfields Farm and its farm yard and a farming calendar
through the seasons in the 17th/18th century. Thames Chase Conservation Volunteers will be
constructing a traditional picket fence beside the offices, formerly the farm labourers’ cottages, and
laying the hedge on the south side of the Essex Barn, to open up the view. Hopefully it will all be in
place soon.
As custodians of the Heritage Farm Buildings here at the Forest centre, including the rare 17th century
Essex Barn, the centre piece of our interpretation plan, the Trust has the weighty responsibility of
protecting and maintaining their fabric and integrity along with the award winning Visitor Centre.
 These buildings are costly to maintain, so thank you for contributing through spending in the car park
and Visitor Centre and supporting the fundraising events run by our volunteers.

Sadly as we enter this celebratory year, the hub of the Community Forest, the
Forest Centre falls silent. Following the devastating spread of the Coronavirus,
both Thames Chase and Forestry England staff have been dispersed to work from
home.  All activities, events and private hire have been cancelled and volunteering
suspended. The full programme of planned improvements has also been put on
hold. These plans will resume once the Centre returns to normal.

 

The Forest Centre 

Play equipment around Broadfields
 
You may have seen that some of the play equipment has been removed due to rotten timbers. All the play
equipment at the Forest Centre is reaching the end of its recommended life span. Planning for this, we
are currently reviewing the play provision at the Forest Centre and Broadfields with Forestry England, our
partners on site. We will look at the sites suitability for Natural and Wild play opportunities for all abilities,
sparking children’s imagination to play in nature.

THAMES CHASE NEWS

Cycling for all the family
 
We continue to be a London Borough of Havering Cycling Hub along with
Coopers and Coburn School, My Place, Hornchurch Country Park and 
Rainham Village School. Plans are in place for the Forest Centre Hub to
focus on Cycle Maintenance Courses and working with Positive Parents
members to encourage more use of the adapted bikes through offering
training to the parents/carers when we are able to re-open.



 

Land of the Fanns

Visit the Community Forest: There are now almost 50 places to visit, ranging from small doorstep
sites to extensive country parks. 
Visit the Thames Chase Forest Centre: Our headquarters in Pike Lane, Upminster, contains a
stunning visitor centre set in 140 acres of community woodland managed by Forestry England. 
Become a supporter of Thames Chase Trust: For just £60 you can obtain a wide range of benefits
from Thames Chase, including free car parking at the Forest Centre. 
Join our mailing list: Keep up to date with the work of the Forest by getting regular newsletter.
Visit our website and social media: Receive day by day news and comment.

Thames Chase is a COMMUNITY forest for all the community it serves, improving the landscape around
us for al people and wildlife. The Forest area presents a wealth of opportunities for everyone to get
involved. Here are just some of the ways you can make the most of Thames Chase. 
 

 
Additionally, here is a way you can help to promote and deliver Thames Chase:
 
Become a Thames Chase volunteer: 
Volunteering is a practical way you can support the development of the Community Forest and help to
leave a flourishing legacy for the future. There are a number of opportunities for conservation work
throughout the Forest area, running and developing the Forest Centre as a hub for the whole forest,
surveying and recording walks through the forest and essential fundraising for all our work and projects.
You can also meet new people and learn new skills.
 
Please visit the Forest Centre, the Thames Chase website or contact us by email or phone. You will be
welcome.

Get involved as a volunteer

STAFF

Welcome to Claire and Jenni

Jenni also joined us in December as
our Fundraising Officer and is working
to bring together a large programme
of events for our 30th anniversary year
as well as developing our fundraising
channels to ensure the public can
donate to us in the easiest way
possible without incurring too many
fees. Jenni has launched our ‘30
challenges’ initiative, encouraging
people to take on sponsored
challenges to raise £30,000.

Claire joined us in December as our
Social Media and Engagement Officer,
working to develop our presence in all
marketing channels as we launch our
30 year anniversary celebration. Claire
is working to update our website,
newsletters and social media. Claire
has worked in marketing for 15 years, ,
and as a resident of Upminster herself
she looks forward to raising awareness
of Thames Chase in both the local
community and further beyond.
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